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Transatlantic Slave Trade
	 Transatlantic slave trade or Atlantic slave trade was transportation or the movement of enslaved African people by the slave traders, who were mainly the Americans. The trade mainly used the triangular route and the middle passage and it took place between the 16th and the 19th century. The vast people who were transported in the trade were mainly the Africans from Central and West of Africa. The slaves were either sold to European traders by some of the Africans or in the coastal region of Africa some were captured directly from the raids. The discussion below shows how the transatlantic slave first began and grew over time. 
	Slave trade began and grew slowly in Africa due to the presence of gold. The Portuguese merchants were the first people to arrive in the Atlantic coast of Africa (Domar, 2017). The main aim of the arrival was in search of gold. By the time the Portuguese arrived at the coast, the Muslim had already identified the sub-Saharan trade and they were in control. The Muslims had already identified trading routes in the Sahara desert where they traded items like salt, textiles, kola, fish, grains and slaves.
	The Portuguese instead of becoming direct competitors to Muslims, they used the expanding market opportunities in Europe and the Mediterranean which in return resulted in increased trade in the Sahara. By the opening up of the Saharan trade, it made it possible for the Portuguese to access the interior of Africa. According to Domar (2017), Portuguese merchants used Gambia and Senegal rivers which bisected in the trans-Saharan trade routes. At first, the Portuguese came with items of trade such as copperware, tools, clothes, wine and horses. After some time, the trade included firearms and ammunition. In return, the merchants got gold which was transported from the Akan deposits, pepper and ivory.  
	According to Shumway (2014), slave trade began as a small market for African slaves since they were used as domestic workers in Europe and sugar plantations in Mediterranean. After some time, since the Portuguese Merchants had better means of transport, they started transporting the slaves from one African coastline to the next of the Muslims. In return, they were paid with gold. The Muslims used the slaves as potters in the trans-Saharan trade. By the end of 15th century, the Trans-Atlantic trade begun.  
	The transatlantic slave trade began as a result of the long distance trade of Muslims and the Portuguese. This made it more difficult to transport the slaves for the Muslims. In turn, they started transporting the slaves to the agricultural sector that was opening up in America.  The establishment of large plantations in the European countries was the major reason for the beginning of the trade (Swaminathan, 2016). Rather than the Portuguese taking slaves to Muslims, they started transporting them to the plantations. By 1500 the Portuguese had conveyed approximately 81000 slaves to the plantations. In the marketplaces, wealthy merchants were ready to by buying the slaves who in return could work in their large plantations.
 Africans were the main source of labor for the plantations on Europe. The South Atlantic and the Caribbean was dependent mainly on the labor for the production of crops, making goods and clothing which would later be sold to Europe (Domar, 2017). Africa was made the source of labor and slaves because there was a ready market for slaves in Africa which had been started by the Muslims. Also, most of the African communities did not have a ready or centralized government. The Africans were not united as a group. Lack of unity made it possible for the Portuguese to capture slaves.  The Muslims used the slaves as their potters in the sub-Saharan trade and the Portuguese took advantage of the local market. Also, the slaves in Africa were readily available. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	 According to Swaminathan (2016), the slaves were gotten as prisoners of war and some were raided by the Portuguese themselves. Availability of slaves made Europeans start their empires in Africa and the slave trade began.  By the time the Portuguese arrived at the coast of Africa, most of the African communities were not united and this as the result of the growth of the trade. The Africans were not able to resist the invasion of the European and as a result, the trade grew fast and the slaves were transported to work in the large plantations. The availability of gold and raw materials was another reason that led the Europeans to Africa. The Europeans were in search of raw materials for their factories and there was plenty in Africa. By the transportation of raw materials, they noted that the people of Africa could be used to work in their plantations and factories. As a result, it resulted at the beginning and the growth of the trade.  
 In conclusion, the slave trade in Africa started and grew as a result of the availability of cheap labor. The Muslims had already begun the trade and by the introduction of the Portuguese, they just took over. The presence of gold also resulted in the growth of trade since a lot of the slaves were taken to the mining areas where they were mining gold. The slaves were transported to Europe and the Mediterranean where they were working in the large sugar plantations.
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